mandarin variety ToO paz (Orta n iq ue)

fact sheet

Origin

An Israeli selection of a natural hybrid between a mandarin
and an orange (tangor) found in Jamaica. It is marketed as
Tambor in South Africa, Mandora in Cyprus and Topaz in
Israel. Imported into Australia in 1990 and released to
selected nurserymen in 1996.

Type
Late season maturity, seedy.

Market

Fresh fruit domestic/export. Fresh juice. There is a small
volume of Ortanique on local markets. This fruit is
produced from trees derived from seeds imported in 1965.
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Brix:Acid reached 10:1 on 19" August in Sunraysia in 1999.

Internal quality

Preliminary juice testing has shown Topaz can attain a
brix:acid ratio of 12.5:1 in late September, whereas
Murcott mandarin reached a ratio of 18:1. Topaz
maintained a brix:acid ratio between 9:1 and 12.5:1
through August and September suggesting good on tree
storage characteristics.

Juice content averages 50% and is highly coloured.
Average seed number per fruit ranges from 14-25in a
mixed mandarin planting. Fruit segments can be difficult
to separate and have membranes which are ‘chewy’.

External quality

The climatic conditions where the fruit is grown has a
major influence on external appearance. Under tropical
conditions the skin is pale orange, smooth and thin. In
warm, inland Australian climates the skin is highly
coloured (orange), coarse and ranges from 3.6 - 5.0 mm
thick. Fruit size is medium to large with an average
diameter between 7.9 and 8.7 cm on hand-thinned,
grafted trees. Fruit will hang on the tree into late Spring
without any significant deterioration in external
appearance.




Topaz (Ortanique)

mandarin variety
fact sheet

Last Revised: January 2002

Growers should ensure that trees are
propagated from Approved Budwood
obtained from AusCitrus.

Disclaimer:

Information contained in this publication is

provided as general advice only.
For application to specific circumstances,
professional advice should be sought.

oo
=
=
9}

PR PHERISTRES oS

A major problem with Topaz is the tightly adhering skin
which releases large amounts of oil when hand peeling the
fruit.

Postharvest performance

No significant commercial production of Topaz has
occurred in Australia. Overseas literature suggests
oleocellosis is sometimes a problem with ortanique.

Field performance

A vigorous spreading tree which is quick to come into
bearing. High potential for over-cropping due to heavy
fruit set. A hand-thinning rate of 50% fruitlet removal
was required to balance crop load with tree size on 3-
year-old grafted trees. Tree structure and limb strength
appear capable of supporting high crop loads when trees
mature. Preliminary taste testing comments have been
mostly negative, possibly due to the difficulty in removing
the skin to access the flesh. The large amount of
green/yellow rind oil released also has an impact on the
consumer perception of Topaz.

Pest and disease
No specific pest and disease problems have been noted to
this point (January 2002).

Extent of plantings

Commercial: Commercial plantings being established.
Budwood demand low.
Research: Research agency arboreta, trials and trees

planted for potential budwood supply.

State of knowledge

very very
limited high

Topaz (Ortanique) does not fit the easy-peel, convenience
type fruit category that consumers are seeking on local
markets. A small niche market for ortanique has been
developed from early plantings derived from a seed
import. A recent increase in budwood sales suggests an
interest in marketing a large late mandarin in Australia
and possibly overseas. Topaz may be suitable as a
blending product to ‘sweeten’ early season fresh juice
derived from Valencia orange.
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